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HORWICH 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


JVIedical  Officer  of  health, 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1904. 
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Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31st,  1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Horwich  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  29tb  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Horwich  District. 


The  total  population  of  the  district  estimated  to  the  middle  of 
the  year  1904,  is  15,873. 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  including 
residents  who  have  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the  district 
during  the  year  was  217  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  13'G  per 
1,000  per  annum  of  the  estimated  population  , 117  were  males,  and 
100  females. 


During  the  year  1903  the  deaths  amounted  to  237,  with  an 
annual  rate  of  15T  per  1,000  ; males  131,  females  106. 


The  average  for  the  past  ten  years  was  229  with  a rate  of  14‘2. 


Births. — During  the  year  1904  the  births  of  464  children  were 
registered — 242  boys  and  222  girls — equal  to  a birth  rate  of  29-2  per 
1,000  per  annum. 


In  the  year  1903  there  were  registered  496  births— 256  boys  and 
240  girls — with  an  annual  rate  of  31-7  per  1,000  per  annum. 


The  average  births  of  the  past  ten  years  was  515  with  a rate  of 
33-2  per  1,000. 
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The  deaths  are  decreased  by  20  and  the  births  decreased  by  32. 

Ten  persons  belonging  to  the  district  died  in  Institutions  outside 
the  district  at  Bolton,  Manchester,  and  Liverpool. 

The  natural  increase  to  the  population  is  247. 

The  age  mortality  was  as  follows  : under  1 year,  57  ; one  year 
and  under  five,  44  ; five  and  under  fifteen,  9 ; fifteen  and  under 
twenty  five,  10:  twenty  five  and  under  sixty  five,  69  ; sixty  five  and 
upwards,  28. 


With  this  report  I submit  Tables  I,  II,  III,  and  IY,  required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board. 


Table  I gives  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1904,  and  ten  previous 
years. 

Table  II  gives  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1904,  of  the  separate 
wards  and  ten  previous  years. 

Table  III  gives  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  1904. 

Table  IV  gives  causes  of,  and  ages  at  death  during  the  year  under 
consideration. 

I regret  the  incomplete  condition  of  Table  II  with  regard  to  the 
births.  Since  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  Kegistrar  had  to  withhold 
the  information  concerning  the  births  which  has  hitherto  enabled  me 
to  tabulate  them  in  the  different  localities  of  the  district. 

Infantile  Mortality The  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  amounted  to  101,  including  the  deaths  of  57  infants  under  the 
age  of  one  year.  During  1903  the  mortality  under  five  years  was  92, 
including  61  infants  under  one  year  old.  The  infantile  mortality 
measured  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  one  year  old  to  1,000 
births  was  131  as  compared  with  125  last  year.  The  average  for  the 
past  ten  years  is  155. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  principal 
zymotic  diseases,  including  Small  l’ox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
Membranous  Croup,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diarrhoea  was  19;  equal  to  an  annual  rate  of  D2  per  thousand 
compared  with  17  deaths  from  these  causes  in  the  previous  year. 
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The  deaths  were  attributed  to  Measles,  7 ; Scarlet  Fever,  5 ; 
Diphtheria,  2 ; Membranous  Croup,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; Whooping- 
Cough,  3. 


Diseases  of  Respirator y Organs. — 40  deaths  were  due  to  these 
disorders,  mainly  caused  by  Pneumonia,  31 ; and  Bronchitis  6.  A rate 
of  2-4  per  1,000,  being  a decrease  of  13  on  the  mortality  in  1903  when 
the  number  was  53. 


Consumption  of  the  Lungs  caused  10  deaths  compared  with  15 

in  1903. 


Infectious  Sickness. — The  total  number  of  notifications  received 
during  the  year  amounted  to  1 39,  being  a decrease  of  44  on  the 
notifications  during  1903,  when  183  cases  were  notified. 


This  is  the  lowest  record  of  infectious  diseases  in  one  year  since 

1893. 

The  diseases  notified  were  Diphtheria,  26  ; Membranous  Croup, 
4 ; Erysipelas,  16  ; Scarlet  Fever,  80  ; Enteric  Fever,  11  ; Continued 
Fever,  1;  and  Puerperal  Fever,  1. 

Again  Scarlet  Fever  heads  the  list  but  in  still  decreasing  numbers, 
there  being  a decrease  of  36  compared  with  1903.  There  were  five 
deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  was  North 
15,  South  23,  East  23,  and  Central  19. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — 30  cases  notified  with  three 
fatal  results,  this  is  a slight  increase  on  the  notifications  for  1903.  A 
large  number  of  cases  were  found  to  be  of  a very  mild  type. 


Enteric  Fever. — 11  cases  notified  with  only  one  death. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — Caused  three  deaths. 

Measles. — This  disease  became  extensively  prevalent  in  September 
and  October  necessitating  the  closing  of  the  National  Schools  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  The  epidemic  recurred  in  December  when  Our 
Lady  of  the  Eosary  Schools  were  closed.  Seven  deaths  were  caused 
by  this  complaint. 
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In  my  monthly  report  for  December  I called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  measles  was  in  a great  many  instances  considered  a trifling  ail- 
ment, and  consequently  neglected  in  the  early  stages. 


The  Schools  which  were  closed  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  measles 
were  disinfected  to  my  satisfaction  before  re-opening. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  closing  of  the  Schools  seriously 
interferes  with  the  Educational  work  of  a district. 


This  measure  has  never  been  recommended  by  me  except  in  the 
presence  of  a severe  epidemic,  and  where  many  of  the  cases  have 
shewn  a malignant  type,  some  proving  fatal  in  a very  short  time. 


If  measles  was  a notifiable  disease,  with  consequent  early 
intimation  of  cases,  much  more  might  be  done,  and  with  less 
interruption  in  the  Educational  system,  towards  preventing  the  spread 
of  the  disease  through  schools,  but  the  disease  not  being  notifiable  the 
Sanitary  Authority  receives  only  casual  notice  of  the  illness.  A 
proper  understanding  should  exist  between  the  Sanitary  Authority  and 
the  School  Managers  ; they  should  work  harmoniously  together  and 
should  co-operate  with  the  view  of  protecting  the  public  health, 
their  interests  are  identical,  for  disease  cannot  attack  the  scholars 
without  affecting  injuriously  the  interests  of  the  school. 

I may  say  that  I am  always  desirous  in  the  first  instance  to  give 
a full  and  fair  trial  to  the  method  of  excluding  children  living  in 
infected  houses  from  attendance  at  school  before  pursuing  the  severer 
course  of  closing  the  schools. 


Erysipelas. — 16  cases  notified  with  no  fatal  results. 


Small  Pox. — The  district  was  free  from  any  manifestation  of  this 
disorder. 


Precautions  against  the  spread  of  Piscasc. — Hospital  Isolation  will 
be  soon  available  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever. 


In  other  infectious  cases  home  isolation  is  recommended  and 
carried  out  as  far  as  practicable. 

Disinfectants  gratuitously  supplied. 

Disinfection  of  schools,  aud  closing  them  when  necessary. 


. 
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Inspections  are  made  regularly  and  specially. 


Special  Reports  were  made  to  Local  Government  Board,  County 
Council,  and  District  Council  concerning  school  closing  for  measles. 


Hospital  Accomodation. — The  New  Hospital  at  Fall  Birch  is 
nearly  ready  for  the  reception  of  patients,  and  will  be  opened  in 
March  1905; 


The  buildings  are  designed  to  accommodate  38  patients,  the  diseases 
to  be  treated  being  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


The  hospital  is  made  as  comfortable  and  attractive  as  circum- 
stances will  permit.  The  site  is  wholesome,  the  character  of  the 
approaches  good,  with  the  best  of  facilities  for  a water  supply  and  for 
slop  and  refuse  disposal  and  is  situated  within  convenient  distance  of 
the  districts  intended  to  be  served. 


Water  Supply. — This  has  been  plentiful  during  the  year.  The 
owners  of  property  in  some  of  the  outlying  districts  have  been  advised 
to  lay  on  town’s  water  to  replace  water  of  doubtful  purity.  Two 
samples  from  wells  were  submitted  for  analysis,  found  impure,  and 
condemned.  The  new  reservoir  at  ‘ Marklands  ’ is  in  course  of 
construction. 


General  Sanitary  Work. — The  inspection  of  a large  number  of 
houses  in  the  district  again  brought  to  light  a number  of  nuisances, 
such  as  overcrowding,  dirty  and  dilapidated  habitations  which  were 
dealt  with. 


Scavenging. — The  whole  of  this  work  is  done  by  the  Council. 


During  the  year  14,180  privies  and  ashpits  were  emptied, 
compared  with  11,048  in  the  previous  year.  Refuse  from  pails  and 
dust  bins  has  been  cleared  away  weekly,  5278  loads  being  removed 
and  tipped  on  Red  Moss. 


Lodging  Houses. — There  are  three  common  Lodging  Houses  on 
the  register.  They  are  kept  clean  and  during  the  year  considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  shape  of  ventilation  and  the 
provision  of  water  closets. 


Slaughter  Houses, — There  are  four  in  the  district,  two  registered 
and  two  licensed. 
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The  places  where  food  has  been  prepared  and  exposed  for  sale 
have  been  kept  under  observation.  There  have  been  no  seizures  or 
prosecutions  during  tke  year. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops.  -These  have  been  periodically 
inspected,  and  several  have  had  their  sanitary  condition  improved. 
More  attention  has  been  paid  to  general  cleanliness,  and  all  of  them 
were  white  washed  and  kept  in  better  condition. 


Smoke. — The  chimneys  of  the  district  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion. In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  caution  both  owners  and  fire- 
beaters. 


Legal  Proceedings. — 17  persons  were  summoned  for  chimney 
firing,  one  for  non-abatement  of  nuisance,  and  one  for  keeping  an 
unregistered  lodging  house.  In  all  cases  the  proceedings  succeeded. 


Nuisances,  <&c. — During  the  year  223  letters  were  written  with 
respect  to  nuisances,  18G  preliminary  notices,  and  91  statutory  notices 
served  upon  owners  and  occupiers. 


Summary  o}  action  taken  by  Sanitary  Inspector. — 

Defective  drains  and  closets  opened  and  relaid  ...  182 

Defective  soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  repaired  ...  2 

New  system  of  drains  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  33 

Defective  house  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

New  waste  pipes  from  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  43 

New  gutters  and  spouts  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Filthy  and  dilapidated  privies  abolished  ...  ...  79 

New  water  closets  constructed  to  replace  privies  and 

for  additional  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  102 


and  a great  number  of  other  sanitary  improvements  to 
pioperty  carried  out. 


In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  the  premises  were  visited  and 
inspected,  disinfectants  supplied  and  the  houses  cleansed  and  disin- 
fected after  the  illness. 


Sewage  Disposal. — Additional  plans  and  estimates  have  been  got 
out  for  further  extensions  of  the  Sewage  Works,  and  submitted  to  the 
Focal  Government  Board. 


. 
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Every  attention  has  been  paid  and  very  fair  effluents  obtained  at 
the  outfall. 


Bake-Houses — These  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 
One  underground  bakehouse  was  closed. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
as  a rule  the  accomodation  for  workshops  was  found  to  be  adequate 
and  the  sanitary  conveniences  sufficient.  They  now  form  the  subject 
of  a special  report.  A copy  of  which  accompanies  this  document. 
The  duties  laid  down  by  this  act  have  added  considerably  to  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department. 


The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  shews  a large  amount  of  good 
work  accomplished  in  his  department  and  I have  again  to  record  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  manner  in  which  his  duties  are  carried  out. 


The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  a low  one,  which  is  always  a satis- 
factory feature  in  a Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. 


The  establishment  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  gives  us  every 
confidence  that  we  shall  have  in  the  future  a still  further  diminution 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  WHITAKER , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Horwich,  February  1st,  1905. 
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CABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  previous  Years. 


Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District . 


Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 
register'd 
in  Public 
Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District 

10 

Deaths  of 
Residents 
register’ d 
in  Public 

Nett  Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

BELONGING  TO  THE 

Population 

T T , - v 

At  all  Ages. 

Year. 

1 

estimated  to 

i . 

Public 
Institu- 
tions in 

THE 

District 

9 

Middle  of  each 
Year. 

2 1 

Number 

3 

Rate  * 

i 

Number 

5 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
register'd 
6 

Number 

7 

Rate  * 

8 

tions 

beyond 

the 

District 

11  I 

Number 

12 

Rate* 

13 

1894 

14300  i 

547 

38-2 

73 

133 

172 

12-02 

2 

174 

12-8 

1895 

14500 

581 

40  06 

103 

177 

272 

18-7 

1 

273 

18-8 

1896 

14850 

534 

35-9 

80 

149 

252 

16-9 

252 

16  9 

1897 

15132 

520 

34-3 

87 

167 

247 

16-3 

247 

16-3 

1898 

15400 

518 

33-6 

78 

150 

205 

13  3 

2 

203 

131 

1899 

15700  : 

485 

30-8 

76 

156 

225 

14-3 

2 

223 

14-2 

1900 

15960 

526 

32'9 

82 

155 

265 

16-6 

1 

266 

16-6 

1901 

15084 

462 

30  6 

75 

162 

208 

13  7 

3 

211 

13-9 

1902 

15337 

486 

31-6 

47 

96 

209 

13-6 

5 

214 

13-9 

1903 

15614 

496 

31-7 

62 

125 

237 

15  T 

1 

4 

240 

15-3 

Averages 
for  years 
1894-1903. 

15187 

5 1 5 

33-2 

80 

155 

229 

14-2 

1 

230 

15-1 

1904 

15873 

464 

29-2 

61 

131 

207 

1304 

10 

217 

13-6 

* Kates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  Id  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres*! 
(exclusive  of  area  >3,211 
covered  by  water)  J 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


15,084 

3,158 

4-7 


At  Census 
of 

1901. 
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TABLE  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1904,  and  previous  years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1904. 
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TABLE  IV. 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1904. 


Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District. 


Deaths 

AT  all  ages  of 

• Resi- 

Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ 

Residents  ” 

dents  ” 

BELONGING  TO 

Local- 

WHETHER  OCCURRING 

IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

ITIES,  WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN 

OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All 

Under 

1 and 

5 and 

15  and 

25  and 

65  and 

North 

South 

East 

Oentr’l 

ages 

1 year 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Ward 

Ward 

Ward 

W ard 

5 

15 

25 

G5 

wards 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Small-pox 

Measles  ... 

7 

1 

6 

2 

1 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

7 

5 

i 

1 

3 

3 

1 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membran- 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ous  Croup  ... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Croup  

3 

O 

i 

2 

1 

{"Typhus  ... 

Fever < Enteric  ... 

1 

i 

1 

(^Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 

1 

1 

1 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis  ... 

7 

5 

1 

i 

4 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever... 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis  ... 

10 

10 

3 

1 

5 

1 

Other  Tubercular  diseases 

14 

6 

5 

2 

1 

2 

5 

3 

4 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

11 

10 

1 

i 

2 

3 

1 

i Bronchitis 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

31* 

6 

11 

1 

11 

2 

8 

7 

7 

9 

Pleurisy  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  organs... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  1 

2 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 

L 

Venereal  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  birth .. . 
Diseases  and  accidents  of 

9 

9 

1 

3 

1 

4 

parturition  .. 

Heart  diseases 

11 

1 

1 

6 

3 

4 

2 

1 

4 

Accidents 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Suicides  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

77 

21 

9 

1 

4 

22 

20 

15 

22 

18 

22 

All  causes 

217 

57 

44 

9 

10 

69 

28 

48 

62 

42 

65 

Vi 


Horwich  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Factories , Workshops , Laundries , Workplaces  and  Homework. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

86 

0 

0 

Workshops 

72 

4 

0 

Workplaces  ... 

60 

5 

0 

Homeworkers’  Premises 

13 

0 

0 

Total 

231 

9 

0 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Proscutions 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

Other  nuisances 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Accommodation — unsuitable  or  defective 

11 

11 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

1 

1 

Total 

19 

19 

3.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Underground  Bakehouses — 

In  use  during  1903 

• 



1 

fin  1903  

1 

Certificates  granted  < 

(in  1904  



1 Closed. 

In  use  at  the  end  of  1904  ...  



0 

Homework  : — 

Number  of 

Lists  received 

... 

Lists  Outworkers 
3 3 

Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1904  : — 

Factories 

... 

11 

Workshops  ... 



12 

Workplaces  ... 



25 

Bakehouses  ... 



16 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ... 



64 

